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To's the Eorron of Tur GENTLEMAN's MAGAZINE,” 
Mr. Unzan, Ee edge Ihril as, 1793 


48 you have 3 to your Magazine for Marc * the Reſo- 

ſolutions of the Committee of the Crown and Anchor Aſſos 5 

ciation, reſpecting Mr. Thomas Law, I rely upon your Can- 

dor for the inſertion of that Letter which formed oe ground of 

their e z and am 
Yours, &c, V 1 N D E . 
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Mr. REE VES 1 of 8 for 
We 22 and nen | 


By THOMAS LAW, EM. 
. of the Committee of of that Society). c 9 in 


=. Mona: „„ 7 Dec. 17, 1792. 
Feel it Aüruisbent upon me to aſſign to you. the reaſons 
which have influenced me to abſent myſelf from the Sub- com- 
mittee of Correſpondence; and in explanation of my conduct, I 
ſhall briefly recapitulate my motives for firſt uniting with your Af- 


* We take the earlieſt opportunity of inſerting this Letter at the End of our 
n for MA We in the ſame ſituation as the Reſolations 5 EDir. 


* *% Gy Deinen | 
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ſociation, as well as my proceedings as a Member a the enlarged 
Committee, _ | 
] had juſt obtained 3 of pr Rs to the natives — 
Bahar, and Benares, by a fixation of land- tax, and an abolition of 
al internal impoſi itions, or, to uſe words of authority, % A new 
, Conftitution had been announced to many miſlions of the Afi atic 
« ſubje&s:;of- Great Britain,” and I was rejoicing in this. happy 


iſſue of my exertions, when I peruſed your advertiſement, wherein 


you avowed yourſelves to be private men unconnected with any 


party or deſcription of perſons at home, taking no concern in 
oy ſtruggles at this moment makirtg abroad; but mot ſeriouſly 
„% anxious to preſerve. the true liberty and unexampled proſperity 
« we happily enjoy in this kingdom.” My heart immediately 
informed me that I could zealouſly and firmly co-operate in ſuch 


a a cauſe, and with ſuch zaun i and I «© gt ſubſcribed 


3 


my name. 


os Upon the firſ hoy that I haters a 3 of the 1 


tioned Committee, when the ſuppreſſion of inflammatory publi- 


cations was introduced as our primary project, I recommended, as | 


a previous meaſure, the counteraction of their effects by cheap 
pamphlets, and alſo the purport of the following: extract from an 
Act of the Aſſembly of Virginia to corroborate my argument 
"6 That it is time enough for the rightful purpoſes of Civil Go- 
« yernment, for its officers to interiere, when principles break out 
« into overt-aQts againſt peace and good order; and that TRurn 
6 1s great and will prevail, if left to herſelf; that ſhe is the proper 
« and ſufficient antagoniſt to Ez ROR, and has nothing to fear 
from the conflict, unleſs by human interpoſitien difarmed of 
* her natural weapons, free argument and debate; Errors ceafing 
& to be ,Gangerans, when it. is e, air. to- e 
„e 
- « The temas _ the 3 a of my EY 
| and I had the pleaſure; to ſee mildneſs the feature of our delibera- 
tions that day; but ſhortly after this, perceiving with regret, 2 
 Exiation from your original profeflion, © to take no cancerns in 
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0 « the firuggles abroad, I felt 1 een to deliver the for. 


lowing opinion in writing: RE 2 

„% When | had the the bonour | to receive a Leitet RR the Se- 
& cretary of this Society, J replied, * That; without adverting to 
the politics of other countries, I ſhould be happy to co-operate 
4“ for preſerving liberty and property 1 . and 


„ Levellers in my own. 
„ conceived it to be the expreſs. intention. af the 3 


* 


Committee to counteract by cheap. publications, the deluſive doe- 
« trines of ſeditious libellers; I uſed the language of moderation 
« the firſt day, and had the ſatis faction to be elected, by ſtrangers 
© to me, for one of the Sub- Committee; but, as we have lately 


introduced animadverſions upon the French, I feel it incum- 


« bent upon me to diſſent therefrom. * 5 

„We are looked up to as the germ of other Fe and it 
« js not our duty, I truſt, to revive national antipathies, which 
have ſo long diſtracted France and Great Britain. The ſituation of 
te the old government of France bears no analogy to that of Great 
“ Britain; we have not a Baſtile to deſtroy we have not a trial 
« by jury to eſtabliſn.— The people of Great Britain are, I hope, 
* conſcious of the bleſſings of a free. government, and are aware | 
% how very little they have to gain, and how. = much to 1 5 by any 
„% Revolution. | a 

If any emiſſaries are nd to alienate the attachment of 
* his Majeſty's ſubjects in this country, I will cordially unite in 
© their detection and apprehenſion; but I cannot coincide with 
% the Gentlemen of this Committee, in cenſuring the conduct of 
any other Government, let it be ever ſo erroneous, or in ac- 
; cuſing it of- trying to ſubvert our Conſtitution, as it may com- 
« plain to our Government of ſuch attacks, and call upon us for 
* proof. | | 

I move therefore that all our e and that all our exer- 
** tions, ſhall be directed againſt any falſe doctrines, and againſt 
4 all ſeditious words, writings, and actions whatſoever, and by 

1 : * * 2 % whom- 
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& whomſoever, and that we do not introduce the French, unle s 
*. to ſhew their A 0 and meaſures cannot 0 1 to 
44 us. 3 


1 Gee e T. L. 


uk Upon this occaſion I was ratified by IR he Seine 
eraſe thoſe animadverſions which they had previouſly reſolved 
. we becauſe deliberation ſhewed them to be unfounded. 

The moderation of our meaſures for a few days afterwards af. 
4954 me the ſincereſt ſatis faction; but I felt equal ſurpriſe and 
regret, when the mcg R took. _ on the Marg 
inſtant. | 

% A Committee of Correſpondence to be nominated, to conf ſt 
c of five members. . | 

« 1k, This Committee may do . oi is ſug- 
- $6 geſted by letters, or prepare for the General Committee. 
 « odly, To apply to Government to direct the Solicitor of the 

* ＋ reaſury to attend to the ſuggeſtions of this Society. This to 
be done by the Chairman and the Attorney-General.” | 

Having been preſent when anonymous letters were e 
darkly accuſing ſome of the firſt characters in this kingdom, and 
- even his Majeſty's officers, which when conveyed to Government 

- muſt neceſſarily excite alarm and diſtruſt, and confidering that in- 
dividuals, however innocent, had no means of refuting clandeſtine 
calumnies; I propoſed © That the Committee of Five be directed to 
4 burn all anonymous letters accuſing individuals; but this pro- 
. poſition was ſuppreſſed by carrying the previous queſtion againſt il. 
As I deemed myſelf reſponſible for my conduct to the Aſſociation 
at large, 1 requeſted the Preſident to record the above proceeding, 
but he refuſed. | I next ſtated to the Committee that ſince every 
„ motion and every voting formed part of our proceedings, | 
_ .® hoped the foregoing would be nn but, it "OR N to the 
g Ts it was joan | | 


40 * 


es 
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In this predicament I am neceſtitated to enumerate: theſe par- 
ticulars in this letter, that reference may be had to it, ſhould any 


one attribute inconſiſtency to me, or charge me with a dereliction 
of principle. I am fincercly attached to my Sovereign and the 


Conſtitution of this Government, and I am ready to aſſiſt in bring- 
ing any traitor to puniſhment ; but I ſhould condemn myſelf as a 
falſe friend to all, if 1 acted in any meaſure which tended in my 


opinion to fruſtrate the intention of its e and to alienate. 


public affection. 
6 have aſked myſelf, „% Whether I mould do unto others, as I 
« would they ſhould do unto me,” by admitting and peruſing 


| anonymous letters ?!— Whether confidence, that band of harmony 
in ſociety, muſt not be broken by ſuch a meaſure? Whether ſuſ- 
picion has not cauſed horrid affaffinations and convulſions ?— 


Whether any kind of inquiſitorial body does not irritate to com- 
motions? In ſhort, my conſcience has admoniſhed me, that my 
love of my country, and my deſire of its tranquillity, all pro- 
hibit concealment. 

It will be urged, that it is not neceſſary to act upon the in- 


formation of nameleſs writers. Why then, I aſk, ſhall we wound 


our minds with baleful impreſſions, by peruſing theſe letters? 
And why let men be ſunk in eſtimation, whom we might other- 


wiſe admire ?—The accuſed, and the perſon receiving the accu- 
' ſation, are both injured by an anonymous letter, if any impreiſion 


is made by it ; every tribunal in this country requires-the im- 
peacher to confront the perſon arraigned, without which we could 


not boaſt that we lived © rark temporum felicitate ubi licet ſentire 
quod velis et dicere quod ſentias.“ But why do I expatiate on 


this head ? I truſt that you cannot but approve the principle which 


determines me to abſent myſelf, however oy delicate you may 


confider this determination. 
e Iwill chearfully attend the enlarged Committee, whenever ſum- 


; moned ; and permit me to add, that if any treaſonable plots ex- 
iſted to my knowledge, which required peculiar efforts, I ſhould 
| never withdraw myſelf from any ſituation, however irkſome, dan- 
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gerous, or even abc ne. * could be of the leaſt fer. 
vice to my country. i 
«I remain, Gentlemen, 
... Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 
: T HOM A S LAW, 


| Ks i6, Meymouthaäireet. 


* 


I RE REY Mr. Urban, that the ee acknowledged with 
thanks the receipt of the preceding Letter, and, in the name of the 


Committee, deſired Mr. Law's attendance, whenever it might be 


convenient. For this anſwer Mr. Law returned his acknowledg- 
ments, declining however the invitation, “ as he differed very much 
from ſeveral of the Committee upon fundamental principles.” 
Having now ſtated what paſſed between Mr. Law and the Com- 
mittee, I would aſk Mr. Reeves, what neceſſi ity- there was for dif- 


mifſing Mr. Law, after he had ſignified his intention and ac- 


tually abſented himſelf from the Board? The motive alledged by 
Him could not be the real one, as an abſentee was incapable © of 


_ © diſturbing the harmony of a Society, which required an entire 
* confidence in its members,” Had not Mr. Law ſhewn that he 


was a zealous friend to his King and Country, by coming forward 


and aſſiſting the Aſſociation by every means in his power? Can 


then Mr. Reeves, or any member of the Aſſociation, entertain a 
doubt of Mr. Law's being actuated by a Principle of Honor, and 
that only, in his difſent-from them? and therefore, even ſuppoſing 


him under an error, ought not they to have ſhewn greater tender-. 


"nels to the ſcruples of a conſcientious mind ? Mr. Law did by no 


means ſtand fingle in his opinion. It has been. fince very ably 


ſupported; and though an N power might, perhaps, be 
0 | 5 
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ſafely entruſted-in the hands of Mr. Reeves and his Aﬀociation, 


yet the Principle is undoubtedly dangerous, and contrary ta the | 
ſpirit of our Conſtitution. | 
Another reaſon aſſigned by the 8 1 paſſing the 


Reſolution reſpecting Mr. Law, . & becauſe he. publiſhed in a 
« common Newſpaper what related to their meetings.” In an- 
ſwer to this 1 muſt obſerve, that the Committee of Secrecy, by 
refuſing in a moſt unprecedented manner to enter Mr. Law's pro- 


poſals on their minutes, left him no other means of juſtification, ; 


He had returned from India with a charaQer univerſally reſpected; 
it was very generally known that he was a Member, and alſo an 
active one, of the Crown and Anchor Aſſociation: he therefore 


owed it to his own character to declare thoſe reaſons, which had 


reluctantly compelled him to withdraw himſelf from cheir Com- 
mittee. | | | | 

From, this impartial review of the difference between Mr. 1. 
Law and the Crown and Anchor Aſſociation, I think every one 


who reads it muſt be convinced, that the diſgrace which they have 


ſo induſtriouſly but ineffectually endeavoured to affix upon Mr. 
Law's character does not fall upon him, but rather _ thoſe 
who ſtruck his name out of the Committee. | 


F am Nr. Un Ban, : : Et 
din, ee, 
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BOOKS printed by and for JOHN NICHOLS. 
I. HISTORY OF. LEICESTERSHIRE. _ 
In the Preſs, in Two large Volumes, Folie,” illuſiraled awith Fhgravings of &VERY 

- Church In THE COUNTY ; the moft remarkable ANTIQUITIES; fame vas 
luubie PORTRAITS; many curious Subjetts in NATURAL HisTORY ; Sc. &. 
The Hisroxy and Axrigutrizs of LEICESTERSHIRE; 
Compiled from the beft and moſt antient Hiſtorians; Inquiſitiones. poſt Mortem, 
and other valuable Records, in the Tower, RoLLs, EXcCHEQUER, DUTCHY, and 
AUGMENTATION OFFICES; the Regiſters of the Dioceſe of LINCOLN; the 
_ Chartularies and. Regiſters. of Religious Houſes; the BRITISH MUSEUM; the Li. 
braries of OxForD and CAMBRIDGE, and other Public and Private Repoſitories, 
BY JOHN NIC H O L S. F.SA. Evnixs. & PERTH, 
and Printer to the SOCIETY Or ANTIQUARIES of Los box, 10 
The Fiſt Volume is in greet Forwardneſs at the Preſs, and will contain, 
| I. The general PROLEGOMENA, DoMESbDAY with à Tranflation, a great 
7, Variety of valuable Records Ecclcfiattical and Civil: II. The Hiflory of the 
antient Town and Borough of LEICESTER ; III. The Hondred of Fram- 
LAND; and, IV. Thatof GarTRE; the Parithes being alphabetically arranged. 
For the Second Volume (containing the Four remaining Hundreds of EasT 
SGoscorE, WEST Goscortt, GUTHLAXTON, and SPARKENHOE) many 
Plates are already engraved; andthe Colteftions are completing as ſpeedily as the 
unavoidable Delays attending this very laborious Species of Enquiry will permit, 
The whole Impreflion is printed on alatge and good Paper; but, for the Gras 
tification of the Curious, a few Copies gretaken off.on a Royal Se. | 
„ Mr. Nichols takes this Opportunity of acknowledging, with much Reſpect 
and Gratitude, the Receip: of many Literary Contributions, and of fome valuable 
Drawings and Engravioys;. An Anſwer, however, is {tilt earneſtly ſolicited, 
from ſuch of ithe Clergy and others as have not already done him that Favour, 
to the Queries which have been long, ſinte circulated thraugh every Pariſh in the 
County. And Mr, Nichols beys.Leave to ſuggeſt, that their moſt acceptable 
| Communications will be the rema; kable Entries i the Pariſh-Repgiſters, relative 
to Incumbents, antient Families, ſingular Events, &; correct Copies of Epi- 
_ taphs, or Piawings of Monuments, in the Churches; the Deſcent of Manerial 
ot other Property. in the Pariſh; and the preſent State of its Population, Apri- 
_ culture, or Manufaftures, —An able Draughtſmans (if required) fhall be ſent to 
any Noblcman or Gentleman who is difpsted to add a View of his Family Man- 
. faon, or remarkable Monumental Memorials, to the Embelliſhmcats of this H iſtoxy. 
I, Om Volume Folid, Price Tubo Guiucat and a Haif in Boards, 
©” GUSTUMALE ROFFENSE; 
Prom a-MS. in the Archives of the Dean and Chapter of Rocheſter, 
To which zre added, Memorials'of the Cathedral Church; and fome Account of 
the Remains of Churches, Chantries, &e. whole Infirujacnts-of Foundation and 
Endowment are, for the moſt Part, contained in the 'REGrSTRUM ROPFFENSE: 
Wich divers curious Pieces of Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, hitherto unnoticed, in the 
' faid Dioceſe, The Whole intended as a SUPPLEMENT to that Work. Illuſtrated 
with LVIII Copper Plates, from accurate Drawings, taken principally under the 
Editor's Inſpection. By Join Thorpe,-of Bexley in Kent, Eſq. M.A! F. S. A. 
A few Copies ſtill remain of the REGISTRUM RoFPENSE, Price 11. 616. 6d. 
III. The Two firſt Numbers of a new Work, under the Title of MISCELLA- 
NEOUS ANTIQUITIES (in Continuation ot the BiBLI19THECa TopoGRa- 
S PHICA BRITANNICA); ix. FCC 
I. MANDUESSEDUM ROMANORUM ; being the Hiſtory and Antiquities off 
the Pariſh of MAxCETER {including the Hamlets of HARTSHILL, OLDBURY, 
and ATHERSTONE], and alſo of the adjacent Pariſh of ANSLEY, in the County of 
WARWICK. By the late Mr. BENjamin Ba&TLETT, F.S.A. enlarged and cots 
rected under the InſpeRion of ſeveral Gentlemen reſioent upon the Spot. Pr. 108. bd. 
2. A Sketch of the Hiſtory and Antiquities-of HaAwKHERST ;z upon the Plan 


N pa, the Gent!eman's Magazine, far procuring Parochial Hiſtories througb- 
out 3 1 TS 


ugland. Price 28. | 


